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 and subsequent Acts. They are accordingly the local public health,
highway (in urban districts) and housing authorities, subject in the
case of highways to important powers vested in the county council.
Urban councils have powers to regulate buildings and streets, to pro-
vide water, public parks, libraries and allotments. Many powers can
be obtained by the adoption of Acts empowering the provision of
public amenities or conferring increased regulative powers on the
council. Both urban and rural district councils have been since 1925
the rating authorities, but the rating valuation and assessment have
now passed to the central government. County councils have to
address their demands for rates (precepts) to the district councils.
The chief officer of both urban and rural district councils is the clerk,
usually, like the town clerk and the clerk to the county council, a
solicitor.
In rural areas only there is a further unit—the parish council-
elected by the local government voters of the civil (as distinct from
the ecclesiastical) parish. The parish council is entrusted with the
management of parish property and certain public health powers.
More extensive powers may be obtained under certain adoptive
Acts, e.g. the provision of street lighting, recreation grounds, public
baths and wash-houses, and libraries (the latter in default only of
provision of library facilities by the county council).
All rural parishes have parish meetings, but in smaller parishes
there is no parish council and the parish meeting exercises some of
the powers of a parish council. The parish meeting is the only ex-
ample of direct, as opposed to representative, government to be
found in England.
D.
Local Government of London.
The administrative county of London was created, like other
administrative counties and county boroughs, by the Local Govern-
ment Act, 1888, and the metropolitan boroughs, which cover the
same area, by the London Government Act, 1899. The London
Government Act, 1939, for most purposes takes the place for
London of the Local Government Act, 1933.
The City of London stands apart. It is unaffected by the Muni-
cipal Corporations Acts and is still governed partly under its old
charters. Its status is that of a metropolitan borough with special
privileges; the London County Council is the local education
authority. The lord mayor, aldermen and common councillors form
the Court of Common Council. The aldermen and common
councillors are elected at the wardmotes, the former for life, the
latter annually, by the local government electors of the ward;

